
“The Mission of the North East School District is to Nurture and Empower lifelong learning and responsible citizenship.” 
“The Vision of the North East School District is to be an exemplary educational community by developing knowledge and skills 

 to positively influence a changing world.” 

 

 
 

October 22, 2024 
 

Dear Parents and Guardians of North East School District Students, 
 
We have had a great start to the school year and have shared a lot of Picker Pride to our Facebook page.  We are also 
introducing the first issue of the Picker-Up!  This newsletter highlights academics and activities in the North East 
School District.  The Picker-Up was previously an internal weekly informational piece started several years ago to 
showcase our children, staff, academics, and activities.  The articles will now be featured in a monthly newsletter 
written and edited by myself and typeset by Mr. Doug Bailey that include contributions from staff.   Although many 
of the individual articles are already shared on our FB page each week, we wanted to provide another opportunity to 
share the great work and accomplishments by our students, teachers, staff, coaches, and volunteers. We have 
enclosed the first edition; future editions will be shared electronically on the district’s website and official social 
media pages.  
 

As we head into the winter season, we want to assure you that the school district takes the decision-making process 
to cancel or delay the start of school very seriously.  The safety of our students and staff is the most important 
consideration when making this decision. Weather conditions throughout our district may vary greatly depending on 
where you live.  If at any time you feel the weather conditions where you live are not safe for your child to attend 
school, please keep them at home. If you have a young driver, please speak to them regarding severe weather 
conditions and remember that bus transportation is available in lieu of driving in snow and ice. 
 

In most instances we will begin with a “two-hour delay” and monitor the conditions very closely from that point. 
There are times when the decision can be made the night before, and when it is possible, this will occur. Rarely will 
a decision be made to send students home early from school once they are here.  Our buildings are safe and 
supervised places. Once a decision is made, the district’s Sapphire phone notification system will be activated. 
 

Please log in to the Sapphire parent portal and make sure your contact information is correct.  Please contact your 
child’s school if updates are needed.  Weather related messages will also be posted on the district’s official website 
and official Facebook pages, as well as through local radio and television stations.  The website will be our first place 
of notification. 
 

Please note that if we have no school or dismiss early due to inclement weather, the buildings will be closed to the 
public.  All practices, games, events, after school and evening activities will be canceled. There may also be times 
when school has been in session for the full day but evening activities must be canceled due to the weather. This 
information will be posted to the district website and official Facebook page, as well as through afternoon 
announcements to the students.  
 

We ask for your patience as buses may be delayed due to weather conditions. Again, we will do our best to keep you 
informed.  If you have any questions about any of the information contained in this letter or need any other 
assistance, please feel free to call your child’s respective building administrators, my office directly at 725-8671, ext. 
3906, or Mr. Brian Emick at 725-9671, ext. 3902. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
Dr. Michele S. Hartzell, Superintendent 
 

Dr. Michele Spurgeon Hartzell, Superintendent                                                                                 Mr. Jeffrey Fox, Business Manager 
Mr. Brian Emick, Assistant to the Superintendent                                                             Mrs. Shelley Allen, Administrative Assistant 






